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Dear Friends

In April we welcomed 4 new retirees to begin their forever retirement; Had Dr.

McFarlane here to test horses for cushings;  Share our Wildlife Picture of the

Month; Had Dr. Holbrook out;  Introduce you to some horses looking for a sponsor;

Welcomed Team Purina; And had some amazing volunteers come out to help. 

— Mary and Paul Gregory, Brad, Dakota, Miranda-Gail, Sean, Jordan, Jake, Nora,

Nicole, Elaine, Pyper, The Volunteers and all the Horses

Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. at Mill Creek Farm

www.millcreekfarm.org                  email: rhh@millcreekfarm.org

WELCOME TANK AND TONKA

https://www.instagram.com/retirementhomeforhorses




Welcome Tank

& Tonka!!!!

Sean welcomes

Tank with a

carrot

RHH volunteer

Kevin comes

over to meet the

new boys!

Welcome to

your grass

filled horse

world Tank &

Tonka!



RHH Team

Member

Miranda-Gail

introduces

herself to Tonka

Meeting Mary Deputy Josh

Carmenate

introduces

Tank.

Ashley Smith,

PBSO Barn Mgr

introduces

Tonka.

THANK YOU DR. MCFARLANE

Dr. Dianne

McFarlane...The best

friend an aging horse can

have!

Freedom...A grade bay

mare, retired at RHH in

2018 after being rescued

by RVR Horse Rescue. She

had been found in a

terrible

condition..emaciated

with scarring from

physical abuse.

Dr.

McFarlane

catches up

with Homer

....A 30 year

old QH

gelding that

has been

retired here

since 2016.He

was rescued

by the SFSPCA

when found

https://www.facebook.com/RetirementHomeForHorses/


abandoned

and starved.

.

Nicole assists Dr.

McFarlane with

Orion, a 26 year old

Morgan gelding

rescued by Windhorse

Sanctuary along with

his sire Tut..on L..

being haltered by

Amy. They arrived at

RHH in 2019

Ann hold the

handsome Zach...a 27

year old

Thoroughbred

gelding retired from

the Davie Police Dept

Mounted Unit in 2018.

He's definitely the

"lad" in his pasture!

Nicole brings Blue

over for Dr.

McFarlane....

A 30 year old Arabian

gelding, Blue retired

at RHH in 2024 after

being rescued by

Royal Blessing

Rescue.

RHH welcomed back Dr. Dianne McFarlane, DVM who spent 3 days

here at the sanctuary continuing her checking over 128 retirees'

blood levels for Cushings Disease. 

(https://www.vetmed.ufl.edu/profile/mcfarlane-dianne/)

Dr. Mc Farlane is Chair of the University of Florida’s College of

Veterinary Medicine’s Dept of Large Animal Clinical Studies and

her special area of interest is aging and age related diseases of the

senior horse. 

Many of our retirees have PPID (Equine Cushings Disease)….a

common neurodegenerative disease affecting the aged horse. Dr.

McFarlane with her research is hoping to better understand this

disease by identifying genetic mutations in order to initiate

treatment earlier.

This metabolic disorder not only can delay shedding but also can

cause excessive urination, affect wound healing, and cause

laminitis. 

RHH has many retirees which have been diagnosed with PPID and

are receiving the important Rx Prascend which can greatly mitigate

the effects. With Dr. McFarlane’s valuable expertise and



assessment hopefully we can provide treatment and manage care

earlier in PPID’s development for our deserving senior residents

here at Mill Creek Farm.

Help By Sponsoring a Horse 

 Click on my name to learn more about me

GRACE LEGACY

By co-sponsoring a horse on an annual basis you  can have a special

relationship with your “retiree” while helping to contribute to the cost of

care for our horses.

We will send  a Certificate of Sponsorship along with photos, information

on your horse as well as updates throughout the year on your new friend!

To begin your yearly co-sponsoring we ask that you commit to a minimum

of 3 months ($150) in advance which will allow us to create your

sponsorship package.

Co-Sponsoring a horse is a unique opportunity to make a difference in

helping us help our horses.

List of horses available to sponsor

Thank You for Volunteering 

University of Brannon Mike and Elaine Project Youth

https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-grace-2/
https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-grace-2/
https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-legacy/
https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-legacy/
https://millcreekfarm.org/sponsor-a-horse/


Florida's Alpha

Epsilon Delta

Build

UF's Phi Sigma

Rho

University of

Florida

Engineering

Ambassadors

University of

Florida Hough

Graduates

University of

Florida Sigma

Alpha

"The heart of a volunteer is not measured in size,

but by the depth of the commitment to make a

difference in the lives of others." - DeAnn Hollis. 

    Wildlife Picture of the Month

The AMERICAN PAINTED LADY 

(Vanessa virginiensis)



                                                                                               Photo: Macaulay Library

It’s Spring!….. And wildflower season here at the sanctuary!

Butterflies are everywhere and we are trying to identify as many as

we can! This lovely butterfly is striking in its red and black color

patterns with a blue dot underneath the wings. They feed on the

nectar of many plants …their host plants are astors, mallows and

yellow thistle. The caterpillars are black with bands of yellow and

black with red or orange spots and create their silk nests with

leaves.

TEAM PURINA



Paul & Abe

with (L)

Kallee

Smith,

Purina

Lifestyle

Product

Specialist

and Kelly

Vinyard,

M.S., PhD,

Purina

Senior

Nutritionist,

Equine

Technical

Solutions.

The awesome

Ryan Libby.......

Chiefland Farm

Supply team

member who

makes regular

deliveries to

RHH and stocks

the Main Feed

Barn with feed

and supplies

Purina's

specialty feeds

are important in

our being able to

address GI issues

and nutritional

needs for each

retiree. .

The retirees love

the Purina

Senior Active

feed

RHH welcomed the Purina team members out to the sanctuary!

The nutritional health of our retirees is of paramount importance

here at their "Forever Home" and we are extremely grateful for

Purina's continued support and excellent products as we work to

provide the very best quality of life as our senior residents age.

Where There's a Will....

      Your bequest to the Retirement Home for Horses, Inc.

will enable us to continue caring for  abused and neglected 

horses even when you are no longer here to share their world.

Please consider these wonderful animals when you are

planning your estate.  Thank you.

DR. HOLBROOK RETURNS



Dr. Holbrook with his

soon to be former

students and now

DVMs!.....They are all

specializing in large

animal veterinary

care and will be

moving out to various

states here in the US

to begin their

veterinary practices

Maggie, a 37 year old

QH mare, has been

retired here since

2008. She was

rescued by the

SFSPCA in Miami

after being found

abandoned in the

Everglades.

Here Dr. Holbrook is

assessing her strength

and stability.

G.I., a 36 year old

Tennessee Walker

gelding has been

retired here for 12

years. He was a police

horse in the

Hernando County

Sheriff's Civilian

Mounted Patrol.

Everyone's friend, GI

has lost many of his

teeth requiring 3

mash feedings a day

in a special paddock

up front....where

everyone meets and

greets him

RHH welcomed Dr. Todd Holbrook, DVM...Clinical Professor in the

Department of Large Animal Clinical Sciences at UF's College of

Veterinary Medicine along with his students....4th year graduating

DVMs...who came out to assess and evaluate a few of our senior

residents here at the sanctuary!

WELCOME KAHLUA AND SUNNY





RHH Team

Members

Miranda-Gail and

Loving the

grass.....Kahlua &

Sunny check out the

Longtime volunteer

Georgia Crosby who has

spent many years loving



Share this email:

Jake welcome

SUNNY  and

KAHLUA

possibilities in the

Arrival Padock

horses here at RHH

welcomes Sunny

You Can Help Make A Difference

Please share this newsletter

Use the buttons at the bottom to share the Mill Creek Gazette via  your favorite social

media platform.  

Follow us on Facebook

You can follow us by clicking on the Facebook icon below.

Volunteer or make a contribution

The task of providing a refuge for these noble animals is not an easy one. We count on

donations and manual help from those who share the same love and respect for horses as

we do. Please use the button below to learn more.

Get Started

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN

THE STATE,  or (850) 410-3800 – calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is 

www.800helpfla.com. [s. 496.412(1)(c), REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,

APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. #CH3218
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