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Dear Friends

In December we welcomed Layla to begin her forever retirement;  Celebrate Mary's

92nd Birthday; Worked on a plan to help our gopher tortoises; Share our Wildlife

Picture of the Month; Had our equine dental tech back out; And had some amazing

volunteers come out to help. 

— Mary and Paul Gregory, Brad, Dakota, Pearl, Miranda-Gail, Sean, Jordan, Nora,

Nicole, Elaine, Pyper, The Volunteers and all the Horses

Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. at Mill Creek Farm

www.millcreekfarm.org                  email: rhh@millcreekfarm.org

WELCOME LAYLA



Welcome to your

Forever Home!!

L to R: Mary,  Det.

Kraig McClaskey, Det.

James Burgess, and

Agricultural

Home at last



Investigator Sandra

Luebbe with the

Marion County

Sheriff's Office

WOO HOO! MARY TURNS 92!!!!!!

It's always a good day to celebrate Mary Gregory but a BIRTHDAY

is always extra special. This year also marks the 40th Anniversary

of Mary & Peter's founding of RHH ! The retirees are raising their

hooves high and (we believe) all the woodland animals are happily

gathering and celebrating. We are continually grateful for Mary and

for reminding us every day what dedication and love (and hard

work) can do for so many senior horses and donkeys in need of

sanctuary...as well as for the protection of the beautiful nature that

we live in. HAPPY BIRTHDAY WONDERFUL MARY! ON TO 102 !!!

The Gopher Tortoises of Mill Creek

Farm!

Gopher Tortoises are a Threatened Species in Florida that occupy



habitats in forests, pastures and yards....Known for their

extraordinary digging skills..carving out burrows many yards long

and deep. Protected under State Law it is important for the public

to be educated in how to protect and co-exist with this"keystone

species".

RHH is also a designated wildlife sanctuary and our stewardship of

the native woodlands and wildlife is an important responsibility.

Burrows may appear overnight in a pasture and in order to protect

the horse from stumbling into a deep hole as well as protecting the

tortoise we have barricades made that we place over the burrow

Thanks for Volunteering

UF Women's

Rugby Club

UF Alpha Zeta Project Youth Build Leader

Dana

Bell

“Volunteers wear working boots but leave a trail of

angel footprints.”  -Terri Guillemets 

Dental Exams Continue



Equine Dental Tech GABRIEL RIVERA  came out to the

sanctuary to do dental checks and procedures on 7 of the

retirees. Maintaining good dental health is essential for every

horse's quality of life and especially important for senior horses

with worn molars, loose teeth, and other issues that can come

with age.

Recent arrival SPIRIT... A 21 year old Paint QH gelding...will

now have a much easier, pain free and more efficient eating and



grazing experience.

RHH is grateful for the professional care and counsel that is

provided by Gabriel on behalf of the retirees here at the

sanctuary

OUR CHRISTMAS ELVES!!

RHH Team Member

Dakota Bell.... always

correctly dressing for

the occasion

RHH Team

Member

Jordan with

his mother

Jessica..... An

awesome duo

on the

morning

feeding

rounds

Dakota's

sister

Morgan and

their

grandmother

Rachel came

out to

volunteer!

RHH LOVES

the Bell

Family"

RHH Team

Member

Pearl tells

Comet &

Buttons...

"Sorry,

fellas.... no

holiday

break from

daily

medications

and

treatments!"

https://www.facebook.com/RetirementHomeForHorses/


Mary and Mini

make their

rounds!

RHH regular

volunteer

Jenna is here

every week to

do the special

feedings....The

retirees love

their Jenna

Ann and Rick

Carey...

Awesome

regular and

longtime

volunteers at

RHH

Paul and his PA

Rudy making

sure all is well

throughout the

sanctuary

The RHH Christmas Elves were out at the sanctuary making sure

the retirees had all the care and attention they have come to expect

at their "Forever Home" here at Mill Creek Farm. RHH Team

Members coming in on a holiday along with volunteers and bringing

the true Holiday Spirit along with them!

    Wildlife Picture of the Month

The BURROWING OWL

(Athene cunicularia)



                                                                                                Photo: Macaulay Library

A State-threatened species this owl can be found in Gainesville all

the waydown to Homestead. (There is a small population of 6 owls

on Elgin Air Force Base in the western panhandle of Fl)

The smallest of the owls, measuring 9 inches, it spends most of its

time on the ground living in open treeless areas where the sandy

brown plumage provides camouflage....inhabiting burrows that

other species make. Active during the day rather than at night it

feeds on insects, snakes, frogs and rodents.

Thank you Liz!!!

RHH's wonderful long-time friend and supporter and artist LIZ

WETTINGFELD donated 90 of her hand crafted ceramic holiday

ornaments marking the 40th anniversary of the year Peter and

Mary founded RHH! This is the 8th year Liz has donated these

limited edition ornaments to raise money for the sanctuary ....Once



again raising almost $2,000 for RHH

(Sorry...They quickly sold out via pre-orders before we could offer

them on the website!)

THANK YOU LIZ for your amazing contribution and for all you do

for the retirees' "Forever Home" here at Mill Creek Farm

Where There's a Will....

      Your bequest to the Retirement Home for Horses, Inc.

will enable us to continue caring for  abused and neglected 

horses even when you are no longer here to share their world.

Please consider these wonderful animals when you are

planning your estate.  Thank you.

Help By Sponsoring a Horse 

 Click on my name to learn more about me

LEGACY HOODIE

By co-sponsoring a horse on an annual basis you  can have a special

relationship with your “retiree” while helping to contribute to the cost of

care for our horses.

We will send  a Certificate of Sponsorship along with photos, information

on your horse as well as updates throughout the year on your new friend!

To begin your yearly co-sponsoring we ask that you commit to a minimum

of 3 months ($150) in advance which will allow us to create your

https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-legacy/
https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-hoodee/


sponsorship package.

Co-Sponsoring a horse is a unique opportunity to make a difference in

helping us help our horses.

List of horses available to sponsor

Welcome Alachua Business League

and Alachua Chamber of Commerce

The retirees were happy to welcome the City of Alachua's

community leaders out to their sanctuary!

RHH is grateful for the support of our community members and

the residents here at the sanctuary are always ready to greet the

visitors at their pasture fences....sharing a carrot or two

L to R: Michele Lee, Alachua Business League, President and

Alachua Chamber of Commerce Board Member; Teddy Sanchez of

Optimal Station; Gwen Adams Optimal Station team member;

Mary and Dan Spurgeon,. Founder of POGO.

https://millcreekfarm.org/sponsor-a-horse/


Share this email:

You Can Help Make A Difference

Please share this newsletter

Use the buttons at the bottom to share the Mill Creek Gazette via  your favorite social

media platform.  

Follow us on Facebook

You can follow us by clicking on the Facebook icon below.

Volunteer or make a contribution

The task of providing a refuge for these noble animals is not an easy one. We count on

donations and manual help from those who share the same love and respect for horses as

we do. Please use the button below to learn more.

Get Started

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN

THE STATE,  or (850) 410-3800 – calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is 

www.800helpfla.com. [s. 496.412(1)(c), REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,

APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. #CH3218
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