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Dear Friends

In May we welcomed 2 new retirees;  Had Dr. McFarlane out to test the horses for cushings;  Made

some new signs for the horses' pastures; Vaccinated the residents; Introduce you to some of our

local artists;  Had some great volunteers come out to help;  Share a couple of news stories with you;

And introduce you to some horses looking for a sponsor.

— Mary and Paul Gregory, Brad, Dakota, Pearl, Devin, Miranda-Gail, Sean,  Meghan, Adelia, Jordan,

The Volunteers and all the Horses

Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. at Mill Creek Farm

www.millcreekfarm.org                  email: rhh@millcreekfarm.org

REMEMBERING....

"She wasn't a horse,

she was a marine"

Sgt. Reckless, a

decorated warhorse

and hero of the

Korean War.

A photo

tribute to

WWI war

horses and

donkeys

"The Pledge"

Monument at the Women's

Memorial at Arlington

National Cemetery



On Memorial Day we also remember those animals that suffered for our

freedom and who played a vital role in supporting the war effort. Despite

horrific conditions these animals continued their work with amazing

dedication, courage and loyalty and we honor the millions of horses, mules,

donkeys, dogs and pigeons who died while serving.

WELCOME BUCKAROO AND

RUBY

https://www.instagram.com/retirementhomeforhorses


BUCKAROO (L) AND RUBY

New Arrivals! Brandon Day, owner

of Amazing Grace

Horse Transport,

brings out Ruby

A pasture of their

own!!!

RHH's good friends

and supporters Bob &

Caryn Haas were part

of the welcoming

committee

Pearl & Ruby wait for

Buckaroo to enter the

pasture

Brandon Day with his

daughter Grace and

her children Scarlett &

Serenity....On another

horse adventure with

Dad & Grand Dad!!

BUCKAROO RUBY

RHH’s newest retirees BUCKAROO & RUBY! 

Both rescued from a “kill pen” in Oklahoma and destined for slaughter these

two OTTB (Off the Track Thoroughbred) Thoroughbreds ( Buckaroo 23 years



old and Ruby 20 years old)

had formed a strong bond and needed to find a forever home they could share .

We are so grateful for RHH’s supporters and volunteers and Team Members

that make this life possible for these two deserving, wonderful horses. Our

wish is for a very long retirement for Ruby and Buckaroo at Mill Creek Farm!

SPRING VACCINATION TIME!

HANK's not afraid of that

little needle....

Paul prepares a jab

The powerful one shot

Merck Prestige 5+WNV

vaccine!

DANA KIRKLAND, AAEP

Sponsorship Coordinator 

It’s the time of year when all our retirees ( currently 136) receive their yearly

EWT (Eastern & Western Encephalitis & Tetanus) as well as West Nile virus

and Rabies vaccines as an important aid in the prevention of these equine

diseases. 

We are extremely grateful for the donation of 120 Prestige 5+WNV and 120

EquiRab vaccines as well as 125 Merck’s HomeAgainTempScan Microchips

that were included this year with our vaccine donations to RHH from the

Unwanted Horse Veterinary Relief Campaign (UHVRC), a program sponsored

by the American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) and Merck

Animal Health and with special thanks to DANA KIRKLAND, AAEP

Sponsorship Coordinator for her guidance and support in our application

process.

https://www.facebook.com/RetirementHomeForHorses/


These vaccinations are critical for a horse’s well being and with 136 retirees

needing vaccinations this donation is a valuable contribution to RHH. We are

thankful to have supporting organizations like UHVRC, AAEP and Merck

Animal Health who are helping non- profits in their efforts to help rescued

horses in need of care.

Help By Sponsoring a Horse 

 Click on my name to learn more about me

PEYTON GINNY

By co-sponsoring a horse on an annual basis you  can have a special relationship with

your “retiree” while helping to contribute to the cost of care for our horses.

We will send  a Certificate of Sponsorship along with photos, information on your horse

as well as updates throughout the year on your new friend!

To begin your yearly co-sponsoring we ask that you commit to a minimum of 3 months

($150) in advance which will allow us to create your sponsorship package.

Co-Sponsoring a horse is a unique opportunity to make a difference in helping us

help our horses.

List of horses available to sponsor

NANCY O'MALLEY IN ATRIUM MAGAZINE

https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-peyton/
https://millcreekfarm.org/portfolio-posts/sponsor-ginny/
https://millcreekfarm.org/sponsor-a-horse/


CLICK HERE FOR STORY

TONKA'S MASSAGE THERAPIST

CYPRIS BIRKEL, Massage Therapist, who traveled from Tennessee to work on

TONKA and his continuing issue with his lymphangitis and lymphedema.

Tonka, a 22 year old Percheron, retired from the Jacksonville Sheriff's Ofc

after 10 years due to his developing lymphangitis in his rear leg from a staff

infection and resulting in lymphatic edema.. a chronic and developing

condition which can be difficult to manage.

Cypris, whose practice includes lymphatic equine therapy, spent two days

working on Tonka and instructing our horse care team on the continuing

treatments which may help mitigate any further complications for Tonka.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fatriummag.org%2Fnancy-omalley%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0sf2XfJZmEJVWXsx-BklVPxIXyyWodMhtWqHmhF3rJ1LHyFZUZ45_X9D4&h=AT1L_9MU39eAu6mx9AFp4zI4NlRGZ7YO-867-UfNDnG716-ZEpeQS9xDwwbf7qLSlbhCh7nTtzK4UuD9JfSX7gT6Tn_oUyb4VxtP1U2NZFM15MbEkkY0UWfmtqkNnhhiNw&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c[0]=AT29MtBVF_zXeABrerXI0_NyYTqvJ8iikKWB4aP0oghB-BaLk21axXub4nJY16bc0iug6QyUL0UOelN5saw0AROLbuhqqcm3DXrvz4M9EoO25LJ4ueWGmsNPsyrFLtVTqX-I-1EXc_9RBIfkB4twtI7cidAXh5LEI5y3kyxrNLgFRI8Co7q86AioZ0X6qA5D0DeWakE0fNon


We are extremely grateful to Cypris for bringing her knowledge, care and

expertise to the farm and helping us provide the best care possible for Tonka.

What is Givebacks?

The new cashback app for charities and supporters is here!

When you sign up for Givebacks, you’ll earn an average of

5% cashback on

your everyday purchases from places like Walmart, Dollar

Tree, Staples and so much more! Our cause will receive up

to 1% every time you shop. Plus, we’ll receive a $5

donation on your behalf for each new active supporter,

so please join!  It’s as simple as adding a browser

extension to your desktop and phone. You and Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. will start earning

cashback.

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

    Wildlife Picture of the Month

 The ROLY-POLY  

(Armadillidium vulgare)

https://www.givebacks.com/mobile/web/Retirementforhorses


Our volunteer Pyper spotted this one while she was washing feed buckets and

knew exactly what it was!

Also known as a Pillbug, it is an isopod, a type of non-insect arthropod, known

as a terrestrial crustacean ...living its life entirely on land.

Called a Roly- Poly due to its ability to roll into a ball when disturbed, this also

makes it look like a pill.

During the day they can be found in dark, humid places ... under fallen leaves,

rocks or logs while feeding mainly on decaying plant matter.

They are considered beneficial in a garden as well as having a positive impact

on our ecosystem!

BARBARA HOOPER FROM



HORSE CAPITAL TV

Where There's a Will....

      Your bequest to the Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. will enable us

to continue caring for  abused and neglected  horses even when you are

no longer here to share their world. Please consider these wonderful

animals when you are planning your estate.  Thank you.

Dr. DIANNE McFARLANE Returns

RHH Team

Member Pearl

holds

Ruby...RHH's

Ann Carey assists

with Orion, a 24

year old Morgan

gelding rescued by

RHH Team

Member Devin

assists with

Jasmine....A 24

Tools of

the

Clinical

https://vimeo.com/825652739?ref=fb-share&fbclid=IwAR2kQ4UYYrMBwIzUnwLmifCrHeY_qYD0JxOYeIRAGlIV2KCZs-Xucf-ywFI


newest resident

while Dr.

McFarlane takes a

sample to test for

Cushings Disease

Windhorse

Sanctuaryand

who arrived at

RHH in 2019.

year old Paso Fino

mare who arrived

at RHH in 2020

after being seized

by the Orange

County Sheriff's

Office when found

neglected and

starved.

DVM's

trade

Dr. DIANNE McFARLANE returned to the farm this week and spent two days

testing another 86 retirees for Cushing’s Disease (PPID)……

Dr. McFarlane, DVM, PhD is Chair and Professor of the University of Florida’s

College of Veterinary Medicine’s Department of Large Animal Clinical Studies.

As a large animal internal medicine specialist with expertise in equine

endocrine diseases Dr. McFarlane’s research may greatly advance the

understanding of age related diseases in the senior horse by identifying genetic

markers which could result in the ability to initiate treatment earlier.

Since RHH’s mission is to provide lifetime retirement to senior horses (over 20

years old) we have many retirees that have been diagnosed with Cushings ….an

endocrine disorder attributed to a benign tumor in the pituitary gland that can

result in excessive hair growth, water consumption, loss of muscle tone and

other issues. (Pergolide (Prascend) is the medication that can help mitigate the

effects.)

We are extremely grateful to Dr. McFarlane for her work and expertise on

behalf of the senior horse and for the exciting possibilities for future

treatments and care for our retirees here at Mill Creek Farm as well as for

senior equines everywhere.

OUR LOCAL ARTISTS



Ann with her

colorful tiles and

fridge magnets

Joyce with her handmade

finger puppets

Deb and her

handpainted

cards

RHH is grateful to have supporters and volunteers who are also artists and

who donate their artwork! These wonderful handmade creations are available

for $donations at the Welcome Kiosk on Saturday's Visitor Day!

Thank you Ann, Joyce and Deb for your beautiful art that you make available

to visitors on behalf of the sanctuary and the time and talent you share on

behalf of the retirees here at Mill Creek Farm

SPECIAL PASTURE SIGNS

Moving on to the

"No Carrots"

yellow signs,

Miranda-Gail

with her steady

hand

Sean and Brad

install at

"Blanca's Pasture"

Brad,

RHH's

Ranch

Foreman ,

making

the cuts

HANK sez...."I

prefer apple slices

and bananas

anyway!"

The retirees love their Saturday visitors and will always be waiting at their

pasture fences to greet and meet and eat!

There are some of RHH's seniors however that because of missing teeth or

teeth simply worn out should not be offered carrots due to a choking risk. For

this reason our RHH Team Members went to work creating signs that are easy

to read as well as giving important protection to the few retirees that may have

some feeding restrictions. 

We are open to the public every Saturday from 11 until 3P!

Visitors may bring carrots, ( as well as apple slices and bananas as treats for

those in the "no carrot zone").

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!



University of Florida's DREAM TEAM members spent a day at the

sanctuary volunteering!

The Dream Team is a University of Florida student run non profit

that volunteers in the community and it was terrific to have them

out here! They worked outside the pastures by the cart paths

raking sand and getting areas ready for grass seeding.

Thank you everyone for helping out here at Mill Creek Farm!

Create a Fundraiser for RHH

Go to our Facebook Page and choose

"Create Fundraiser."

You Can Help Make A Difference



Share this email:

Please share this newsletter

Use the buttons at the bottom to share the Mill Creek Gazette via  your favorite social media platform.  

Follow us on Facebook

You can follow us by clicking on the Facebook icon below.

Volunteer or make a contribution

The task of providing a refuge for these noble animals is not an easy one. We count on donations and

manual help from those who share the same love and respect for horses as we do. Please use the button

below to learn more.

Get Started

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FLORIDA

DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE,  or (850) 410-3800 –

calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is  www.800helpfla.com. [s. 496.412(1)(c), REGISTRATION DOES

NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. #CH3218
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