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Dear Friends

In July we introduce you to our two resident Cracker Horses;  The farriers were
back out to give the residents' hooves a trim;  All the retirees had their worming
medication administered; Have you meet some of our two legged retirees; Had some
nice groups come out to help with projects; And we share our Wildlife Picture of the
Month.  

— Mary and Paul Gregory, Cole, Brad, The Volunteers and all the Horses 
Retirement Home for Horses, Inc. at Mill Creek Farm

RHH is Home to Two Cracker Horses

Twiggy

33 Year old Mare 

Retired @ RHH in 2008

Found Abandoned in the Florida Everglades

Little Bit

28 year old Mare 

Retired @ RHH in 2012

Rescued from Seminole County Animal Control

The Florida Cracker Horse
The Florida Cracker Horse is a breed of horse from Florida. It is genetically
and physically similar to many other Spanish-style horses, especially those

from the Spanish Colonial Horse group.  The Florida Cracker is a gaited
breed known for its agility and speed.  The Spanish first brought horses to

Florida with their expeditions in the early 16th century; as colonial
settlement progressed, they used the horses for herding cattle.  These horses

developed into the Florida Cracker type seen today, and continued to be
used by Florida cowboys (known as "crackers") until the 1930's.  The early

cattle drivers, nicknamed Florida Crackers and Georgia Crackers, used
these horses to drive cattle (eventually known as Florida Cracker Horses

and Cracker Cattle).  The cowboys received their nickname from the
distinctive cracking of their whips, and the name was transferred to both

the horses they rode and the cattle they herded.

The breeds survival during the 20th century is owed to a few families who
continued to breed the Cracker horse and kept distinct bloodlines alive. 
John Law Ayers was one such breeder; in 1984, he donated his herd of
pure-bred Cracker horses to the state of Florida.  With them, the state

started three small herds in Tallahassee, Withlacoochee State Forest and
Paynes Prairie State preserve.

Effective July 1, 2008 the Florida House of Representatives declared the
Florida Cracker Horse the official state horse.*

                                                                                                   *Wikipedia 

Meet Our Two Legged Retirees

Danny mows the pastures 3 mornings a week

Russ takes care of our aging fleet of golf carts

Dan fixes the never ending broken fence boards 

Scott works on any project that needs doing

Thanks to our two legged retirees who could be spending their days
golfing or at the beach but instead choose to devote their time each

week to help the horses.  Their dedication is greatly appreciated
and admired.  

    Wildlife Picture of the Month

 The IMPERIAL MOTH
 (Eacles imperialis) 

We spotted this beautiful moth perched on the outside wall
of the tack room.  This adult Imperial Moth is most likely a

male due to the larger brown patches on the forewings.  The
adults do not feed but emerge before sunrise and mate after

midnight the next day.  Females lay eggs at dusk which hatch
in about 2 weeks and the caterpillars forage on their host
trees and plants….deciduous and evergreen forests, oaks,

sweet gums,  and sassafras among others. 

"Healthy feet...Healthy Horse" 

Farriers JARON QUEEN & DWAYNE DAVIS

Volunteer ASHLEY holds GREYSTOKE, a big fellow Percheron retired
from the Broward County Sheriff's Office, while JARON fixes those big

feet

DWAYNE and APRICOT sharing a moment

JARON sorting out AMADEUS' feet

DWAYNE working on large girl DAKOTA...a Belgian draft retired from
the Palm Beach Sheriff's Office Mounted Patrol Unit

Thanks for Helping the Horses

University of Florida Alpha Phi Omega

University of Florida Circle K International Members

Robert volunteers 2 days a week during the summer

Friends from Work

Colonel Hoffman from the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office stopped by to
visit retired mounted patrol horse LEO and bring  Mary and Paul

Gregory a check from their unclaimed cash fund to help offset Leo’s care
in his retirement. 

UNPLANNED EXPENSE

This beautiful and shade giving Live Oak (Quercus Virginiana) that
has been at its location for over 100 years sadly had to be removed
due to disease in its lower trunk that caused 1/3 of the tree to fall.

(One of many unplanned expenses that can confront the
sanctuary.) 

 PAUL GRANT, certified arborist with GASTON's TREE SERVCE
came out to give an assessment and though he has great love and

respect for these hardy trees the fact that it was in an unsafe place
if the rest of it was to fall the decision was made to hire them to 

remove it. 
 The Gaston's Tree Service crew was awesome....professional and
wonderful...with some of the biggest equipment we've ever seen! 

 Four nests ...(one squirrel and three bird) were relocated to
another Live Oak close by. 

THANK YOU GASTON's TREE SERVICE for your great work and
expertise! 

Ways to Help

Where There's a Will....
      Your bequest to the Retirement Home for Horses, Inc.

will enable us to continue caring for  abused and neglected 

horses even when you are no longer here to share their world.

Please consider these wonderful animals when you are

planning your estate.  Thank you.

Help By Sponsoring a Horse
 Click on my name to learn more about me

Sarge Sir Valahad

By co-sponsoring a horse on an annual basis you  can have a special
relationship with your “retiree” while helping to contribute to the cost of

care for our horses. 
We will send  a Certificate of Sponsorship along with photos, information
on your horse as well as updates throughout the year on your new friend! 
To begin your yearly co-sponsoring we ask that you commit to a minimum

of 3 months ($150) in advance which will allow us to create your
sponsorship package. 

Co-Sponsoring a horse is a unique opportunity to make a difference in
helping us help our horses. 

 

List of horses available to sponsor

Create a Fundraiser for RHH 
Go to our Facebook Page and choose

"Create Fundraiser." 

What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products,

prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when
you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5%
of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of

your choice.

Choose Retirement Home for Horses Inc. as your charity

Come Visit the Horses.
We Invite the Public out each Saturday

from 11-3 to meet the Retirees.
Make sure to Bring lots of  Carrots,

Apples and Bananas with you.  

You Can Help Make A Difference
 

Please share this newsletter
Use the buttons at the bottom to share the Mill Creek Gazette via  your favorite social

media platform.  

Follow us on Facebook 
You can follow us by clicking on the Facebook icon below.

Volunteer or make a contribution 
The task of providing a refuge for these noble animals is not an easy one. We count on

donations and manual help from those who share the same love and respect for horses as
we do. Please use the button below to learn more.

Get Started

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN
THE STATE,  or (850) 410-3800 – calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is 
www.800helpfla.com. [s. 496.412(1)(c), REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. #CH3218 
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